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I, Steven T. Gubner, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am a Managing Partner of the law firm of Brutzkus Gubner Rozansky Seror 

Weber LLP (“Brutzkus Gubner”).  I submit this declaration in support of Direct Purchaser 

Plaintiffs (“DPP”) application for an award of attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of expenses in 

connection with the services rendered in this litigation. I make this Declaration based on my own 

personal knowledge, and if called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to the 

matters stated herein. 

2. My firm has served as counsel to Circuit City Stores, Inc. Liquidating Trust 

(“Client”) and as counsel for the Direct Purchaser Class (“Class”) throughout the course of this 

litigation.  The background and experience of Brutzkus Gubner and its attorneys are summarized 

in the curriculum vitae attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  

3.  Brutzkus Gubner has prosecuted this litigation solely on a contingent-fee basis, 

and has been at risk that it would not receive any compensation for prosecuting claims against the 

Defendants.  While Brutzkus Gubner devoted its time and resources to this matter, it has foregone 

other legal work for which it could have been compensated. 

4. During the pendency of the litigation, Brutzkus Gubner advised the Client relating 

to the Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, as well as the review and analysis of documents 

in Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the litigation.  Brutzkus Gubner continuously monitored and analyzed 

all aspects of the litigation to advise and strategize with the Client and counsel, including the 

review and analysis of the filing of the Consolidated Amended Complaint, the amended pleadings 

in the Direct Purchaser Class Action, Defendants’ motions to dismiss these pleadings, oral 

argument on the pleadings and orders thereon.  Brutzkus Gubner continued its review and analysis 

of the litigation, including a review of the Court’s opinion concluding that there was sufficient 

facts to support standing to bring claims under the federal antitrust laws, as well as the ongoing 

discovery efforts that followed, including deposition preparation.  As preliminary settlement 

discussions commenced, Brutzkus Gubner advised the Client and strategized with counsel relating 

to these efforts.  Brutzkus Gubner continued to monitor the status and advise the Client relating to 
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Motions for class certification, and experts’ analysis and reports, to the conclusion of the 

successful settlements reached in the litigation with the remaining defendants.   

5. Brutzkus Gubner also reviewed the documents in Phases 1 and 2 of the litigation 

document review in the Relativity database.  During Phase 1, Brutzkus Gubner reviewed, 

analyzed, and coded documents in the database to identify evidence of the facts of the litigation, 

including background evidence and Defendants’ actions relating to the allegations, including 

communications and meeting between Defendants regarding allocation, agreements, and pricing.  

During Phase 2 of the document review, Brutzkus Gubner reviewed, analyzed and coded 

documents produced by certain defendants in the litigation. Brutzkus Gubner reviewed documents 

in the database to determine level of relevancy, including anticompetitive conspiracy, defendants’ 

employee participation, the scope of conspiracy, and defendants’ fraudulent concealment of the 

conspiracy.   

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is my firm’s total hours and lodestar, computed at 

historical rates, for the period of June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017.  This period reflects the 

time spent after the appointment of Interim Co-Lead Counsel and Liaison Counsel for Direct 

Purchaser Plaintiffs (“DPP”) in this litigation.  The total number of hours spent by Brutzkus 

Gubner during this period of time was 3,469.10, with a corresponding lodestar of $1,405,338.00.  

My firm’s lodestar figures are based on the firm’s historical billing rates which do not include 

charges for expense items.  Expense items are billed separately and such charges are not 

duplicated in my firm’s billing rates.  This summary was prepared from contemporaneous, daily 

time records regularly prepared and maintained by my firm. The lodestar amount reflected in 

Exhibit 2 is for work assigned by DPP Co-Lead Counsel, and was performed by professionals at 

my law firm for the benefit of the Class. 

7. Brutzkus Gubner has reviewed the time and expense records that form the basis of 

this declaration to correct any billing errors.  In addition, my firm has removed all time entries and 

expenses related to the following: 

a. travel time unless the attorney or professional was actively engaged in
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preparation or work in connection with a particular assignment made by Co-Lead Counsel which 

necessitated travel; 

b. billing for time connected with creating timekeeping records or for the time 

of attorneys or staff expended in preparation of audited time records and expenses in support of 

DPPs’ application for an award of attorneys’ fees and reimbursement of expenses. 

8. The hours my firm billed to the litigation for reading or reviewing pleadings, ECF 

notices or other papers was, in every instance, necessary to keep my client, Circuit City Stores Inc. 

Liquidating Trust informed of events in the litigation.  

9. Hourly rates for the attorneys and professional support staff in my firm included in 

Exhibit 2 are the same as the regular rates charged for their services in non-contingent matters and/

or which have been accepted in other complex or class action litigation subject to the hourly rate 

caps established by DPP Co-Lead Counsel, including: 

a. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the highest Partner level is capped 

at $850 per hour; 

b. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the Of-counsel/Special counsel

level for substantive work is capped at $650 per hour, which excludes document review; 

c. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the highest Associate level for

substantive work is capped at $450 per hour, which excludes document review; 

d. the highest hourly rates for Attorneys at the Associate level engaged in 

English-language document review is capped at $350 per hour; a cap of $400 per hour is permitted 

where the reviewer has special skill set, such as foreign language translation, and Lead Counsel 

has approved that work performed; and 

e. the highest hourly rates for Paralegals and investigators is capped at $175

per hour. 

8. My firm has expended a total of $182.21 in unreimbursed costs and expenses in

connection with the prosecution of this litigation. These costs and expenses are broken down in 

the chart attached hereto as Exhibit 3.  They were incurred on behalf of Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs 
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by my firm on a contingent basis, and have not been reimbursed. The expenses incurred in this 

action are reflected on the books and records of my firm.  These books and records are prepared 

from expense vouchers, check records and other source materials and represent an accurate 

recordation of the expenses incurred.   

9. The Brutzkus Gubner paid a total of $5,000.00 in assessments for the joint 

prosecution of the litigation against the Defendants. 

10. My firm has carefully reviewed the time and expenses that comprise its reported 

lodestar and out of pocket expenses and represents that such lodestar and expenses comply with all 

material applicable terms of the May 21, 2013 letter from Co-Lead Counsel regarding Protocols 

for Maintaining and Reporting Time and Expense as well as Modified Pretrial Order No. 1 with 

Exhibit A (Dkt. No. 202, May 24, 2013). 

 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct. Executed on this 31st day of January, 2018 at Woodland Hills, 

California.  

_______________________________ 
 STEVEN T. GUBNER 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

PARTNERS  

Mark Brutzkus 

Mr. Brutzkus has successfully represented apparel, footwear and retail 
industry clients facing unique, industry-specific issues for over 30 years, from 
trademarks, copyrights, licensing and manufacturing, e-commerce and sourcing 
to distribution, labor compliance, mergers and acquisitions and regulatory 
concerns, and related litigation.  He has significant experience defending apparel 
industry manufacturers in wage and hour claims, including AB 633 issues and 
joint liability matters, before the California Department of Industrial Relations, 
Division of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE) and the U.S. Department of 
Labor. He also advises clients on contracting issues, and he conducts 
preemptive compliance for a wide range of entities.  Mr. Brutzkus has also 
worked extensively with the firm’s clients in the negotiation of commercial and 
retail leases.  Mr. Brutzkus received his law degree from DePaul University 
College of Law in Chicago, Illinois, and a B.S. degree from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana. Mr. Brutzkus was admitted to the State Bar of California in 
June 1987.  

Steven T. Gubner 

Mr. Gubner is Brutzkus Gubner’s Managing Partner, and represents 
financial institutions, Fortune 500 companies (and their financing divisions), 
closely held businesses and high net worth individuals in complex bankruptcy 
and insolvency matters.  He is known in the insolvency arena as the “involuntary 
bankruptcy go-to lawyer” because of his management of the sensitive issues 
surrounding involuntary bankruptcy filings, and general business advice he 
applies to navigate potential pitfalls and solve problems before they occur.  In 
addition, he is adept in complex bankruptcy insolvency matters. M. Gubner is 
particularly skilled in commercial collections for banks and financial institutions, 
and has successfully litigated heavily contested, multimillion-dollar real/personal 
property and equity line financing cramdown cases.  He also assists in pre-
bankruptcy, pre-workout and wealth management advice and planning.  In 
addition, he has handled numerous cases before the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel 
and U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court.   
Mr. Gubner received a B.A. from the University of California, Santa Barbara 
(1988), and his law degree from McGeorge School of Law (1991).  Mr. Gubner 
was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1991.  Mr. Gubner is 
also admitted to the State Bar of Nevada, as well as the United States District 
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Court, the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Nicholas A. Rozansky 

Mr. Rozansky practices in the areas of business and commercial litigation, 
trademark and copyright litigation and real property litigation.  He has 
successfully represented entities in a number of business disputes including 
partnership disputes, corporate dissolutions, and distributor disputes. He also 
has extensive experience with writs of attachment. Mr. Rozansky received his 
law degree from the University of San Francisco, School of Law and his Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Mr. Rozansky 
was admitted to the State Bar of California in June 2002. 

David Seror 

Mr. Seror’s practice areas include Bankruptcy, Receivership and 
Commercial Litigation.  He is admitted to practice before the United States 
District Court for the Central and Southern Districts of California, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Mr. Seror is a Member of the Panel of Trustees for Chapters 7 
and 11 Bankruptcy cases, United States Trustee’s Office, Central District of 
California (1990-present). He has acted as Judge Pro Tem, Los Angeles 
Municipal Court and Judge Pro Tem, Superior Court of the State of California for 
the County of Los Angeles. Mr. Seror is a member of the California State Bar 
Association, Los Angeles County Bar Association and is an Arbitrator for 
Attorney Client Relations Programs. Mr. Seror received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of California at Los Angeles in 1972, and a Juris 
Doctor in 1975 from California Western School of Law, where he was Associate 
Editor of the California Western International Law Journal from 1974-1975.  Mr. 
Seror was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1975. 

Corey R. Weber 

Mr. Weber is a litigator in bankruptcy, business and commercial litigation. 
He represents bankruptcy trustees, creditors, committees of unsecured creditors, 
assignees for the benefit of creditors, receivers, municipalities and “clawback” 
plaintiffs and defendants in contested matters and adversary proceedings in 
bankruptcy proceedings, and in federal and state court litigation.  Mr. Weber 
received his law degree from the University of Southern California Law School.  
During law school, Mr. Weber served as a judicial extern for the Honorable Alex 
Kozinski, United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  He received a 
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Master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Notre Dame 
with an emphasis in finance and marketing, and received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of California at Irvine.  Mr. Weber was admitted to the 
State Bar of California in 2000 and is admitted to practice in the United States 
District Courts for the Central, Eastern, Northern and Southern Districts of 
California, the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the United 
States Supreme Court.  
 
 
Joseph G. Balice 
 
 Mr. Balice practices with our Litigation group.  He received his Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara, and his Juris Doctor 
from Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California, as well as a 
Certificate in Dispute Resolution from Pepperdine’s Straus Institute for Dispute 
Resolution. Mr. Balice’s legal practice focuses on representing corporate and 
public entity policyholders in disputes with their insurance companies.  He has 
worked on claims involving all major lines of commercial insurance, including 
general liability, property, directors’ and officers’, errors and omissions, 
employment practices liability, and crime policies.  Throughout his career, he has 
personally helped his clients recover over $400 million in insurance coverage 
benefits.  In addition to his insurance coverage background, Mr. Balice has also 
represented clients in a broad spectrum of other general business litigation 
matters, most significantly involving professional negligence and contract 
litigation. He was admitted to the California State Bar in December 2006. 
 
 
Philip J. Bonoli 
 

Mr. Bonoli’s practice focuses on employment litigation and counseling; he 
represents employers in a wide variety of employment litigation matters, including 
wrongful discharge, discrimination and harassment, tort claims, contractual 
matters, as well as employment and severance policies. Mr. Bonoli also regularly 
represents employers before the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing, and the California 
Department of Industrial Relations Division of Labor Standards Enforcement.  Mr. 
Bonoli has extensive experience in complex civil litigation and commercial 
disputes, and he has represented businesses in corporate ownership disputes, 
accounting-related litigation and financial institutions litigation. Mr. Bonoli is also 
experienced in real property disputes, products liability, mass tort and toxic tort 
claims as well as general liability.  Finally, Mr. Bonoli also has significant 
appellate experience. Mr. Bonoli received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Southern California and his law degree from Illinois Institute of 
Technology, Chicago-Kent College of Law.  Mr. Bonoli was admitted to The State 
Bar of California in 1997.  
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Jerrold L. Bregman 
 
            Mr. Bregman is a financial restructuring lawyer and business advisor with 
substantial experience representing public and private companies in out-of-court 
restructurings, “prepackaged” bankruptcies and traditional Chapter 11 cases.  He 
also has represented lenders, vendors, secured and unsecured creditors, 
landlords, fiduciaries, indenture trustees, GOB liquidators, HNWI’s, hedge fund 
managers, private equity sponsors, government agencies, asset purchasers, and 
plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy litigation.  Mr. Bregman graduated from 
the UC Berkeley with a B.A. in Political Economy of Industrial Societies in 1986 
(Phi Beta Kappa, Valedictorian), and he received his law degree from UCLA 
School of Law, and an M.B.A. from UCLA’s Anderson Graduate School of 
Management, both in 1990, and he was admitted to the State Bar of California in 
1990 and the State Bar of New York in 2003.  Mr. Bregman also is a Specialist in 
Bankruptcy Law (California Board of Legal Specialization, 1995), a Martindale-
Hubbell AV Preeminent-rated lawyer, and he has been named a New York Super 
Lawyer by Thomson Reuters. 

 
 

Richard D. Burstein 
  

Mr. Burstein has concentrated his practice in litigation, and since 1997 has 
worked in bankruptcy-related matters. His work has included representation of 
chapter 7 trustees in the full range of bankruptcy litigation, including fraudulent 
transfer and preference claims. He has performed the full range of motion 
practice, tried cases in the United States Bankruptcy Court, United States District 
Court and handled bankruptcy appeals before the United States District Court, 
and the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel and the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit. Mr. Burstein provides counsel to clients in a variety of 
businesses.  Mr. Burstein received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
California, Los Angeles in 1970, magna cum laude, and was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa. He received his law degree from Boalt Hall, University of California, 
Berkeley in 1973, where he was a member of the Moot Court Board. He is a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent-rated lawyer.  He was admitted to practice in 
California in December 1973. 

 
 

Jeffrey A. Kobulnick 
 

Mr. Kobulnick’s practice focuses on intellectual property issues, including 
trademarks and copyright law and related intellectual property litigation under 
both federal and state laws.  Mr. Kobulnick counsels clients on the selection, 
clearance and registration of trademarks and service marks worldwide, as well as 
handling trademark prosecution, including proceedings before the Trademark 
Trial and Appeal Board. Mr. Kobulnick also assists clients with domain name 
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dispute resolution in connection with numerous Internet-related intellectual 
property issues, including the registration of domain names and the protection 
and enforcement of copyrights and trademarks over the Internet.  Mr. Kobulnick 
has also served as a guest lecturer at the University of Southern California Gould 
School of Law and Southwestern Law School on intellectual property issues.  Mr. 
Kobulnick earned his law degree from Franklin Pierce Law Center in New 
Hampshire (J.D., 2003, magna cum laude), and his Bachelor of Science degree 
in animal physiology and neuroscience from the University of California at San 
Diego in 1998.   
 
 
Jason B. Komorsky  

 
Jason Komorsky represents trustees and creditors in complex bankruptcy 

and insolvency litigation, including in the context of legal malpractice, breach of 
fiduciary duty and fraud claims.  Previously, Mr. Komorsky was a partner at 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP where he represented Fortune 500 companies 
and other businesses in commercial litigation with an emphasis on insurance 
recovery in both federal and state courts. His sought out insurance experience 
includes matters relating to general liability, workers’ compensation, D&O and 
E&O, first-party property, and business interruption. He has settled and/or 
litigated matters to judgment involving product liability coverage, asbestos/silica 
bodily injury, toxic torts, environmental property damage and corporate 
malfeasance. He specializes in the energy, chemical, manufacturing, retail, 
banking, and financial services industries.  He also represents asbestos 
settlement trusts created pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §524(g), and counsels clients on 
insurance procurement, commercial and captive insurance programs, claims 
notifications and other insurance-related matters. He is well known for his work 
with historic comprehensive general liability, umbrella and excess, Bermuda 
Form and occurrence-based policies.  In addition to his broad insurance litigation 
background, Mr. Komorsky’s practice also focuses on insolvency claims, 
including several massive recoveries on behalf of clients in the Home Insurance 
Company liquidation.   Mr. Komorsky received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley in 1986, and his Juris Doctor from the 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law in 1991.  Mr. Komorsky was 
admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1991. 
 
 
Robyn B. Sokol 
 

Robyn Sokol has an extensive background in business reorganization, 
creditor’s rights and bankruptcy. She has served as lead or co-counsel in scores 
of trials, evidentiary hearings and motions in bankruptcy and other courts 
throughout the United States. Ms. Sokol represents businesses in a myriad of 
industries including manufacturing, marketing and promotion, retail, 
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entertainment, finance, golf courses, home building, real estate development, 
hospitality, insurance, real estate, shipping, and healthcare. Her background also 
encompasses related transactional business, commercial, and bankruptcy 
litigation. Ms. Sokol received her law degree from Boston University, School of 
Law (1991) and her bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado, Boulder 
(1986). Ms. Sokol was admitted to the State Bar of California in July 1992. 

 
 
OF COUNSEL  
 

Ronald Abrams 
 
 Mr. Abrams’ areas of expertise include Antitrust Litigation, Commercial 
Litigation and Dispute Resolution, Bankruptcy and Insolvency and Intellectual 
Property.  He has counseled small and start-up companies on intellectual 
property matters, including trademark protection, and he has litigated numerous 
trademark and trade secret cases.  He also represents individual debtors in 
Chapter 7 and Chapter 11 bankruptcies, as well as trustees in major bankruptcy 
cases.  For 15 years, Mr. Abrams was the CFO of his own corporation.  He has 
served as a volunteer arbitrator for the California State Bar Mandatory Fee 
Arbitration Department, working on cases that were published in the United 
States Patents Quarterly and state and federal reports, and contributed to the 
research and writing of a well-cited patents article.  Mr. Abrams received his law 
degree from Whittier College School of Law and his BA from the University of 
Maryland.  He was admitted to the California State Bar in June 1989. 

 
 

Susan Baker 
 
 Ms. Baker practices with Brutzkus Gubner’s litigation department.  She 
holds a bachelor’s degree from California State University Northridge and 
obtained her law degree from McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific.  
Ms. Baker was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1996.  
 

 
Racey Cohn 
 

Ms. Cohn’s area of practice is financial transactions.  She is a graduate of 
Indiana University and received her law degree from Whittier College School of 
Law.  Ms. Cohn was admitted to the State Bar of California in June 1984. 
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 Keith Elder 
 
  Mr. Elder’s practice concentrates on business and labor/employment law.  

He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Southern California 
and a law degree from Southwestern University School of Law in Los Angeles.  
Mr. Elder was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 1994. 

 
 

Larry W. Gabriel 
 

Mr. Gabriel specializes in bankruptcy litigation with emphasis on the 
prosecution of directors and officers and professional malpractice claims and on 
commercial litigation matters. A member of the California Bar since 1975, he has 
been at the forefront of many of the leading bankruptcy litigation cases over the 
past several years, including representing the Trustees before the Ninth Circuit 
in: In the Matter of Estate Financial, Inc., Jeremiassen v. Bryan Cave, U.S. Court 
of Appeal Case No. 12-56009 (decided March 24, 2014); In the Matter of Fitness 
Holdings International, Inc., Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors of the 
Estate of Fitness Holdings International, Inc. v. Hancock Park Capital II, L.P., 
Pacific Western Bank, et. al., 714 F.3d 1141 (9th Cir. 2013); and In re First 
Alliance Mortgage, Inc., Henry v. Lehman Commercial Paper, Inc. 471 F.3d 977 
(9th Cir. 2006). Over the span of his career, Larry has represented State Street 
Bank and Trust, Xerox Corporation, Bank of America, Imperial Bank, AARP and 
the State of Alaska.  Mr. Gabriel received his Bachelor’s degree from Southern 
Illinois University and his juris doctor from De Paul University.  He is licensed to 
practice in California (1976) and Illinois (1974), has been an adjunct professor of 
law – banking, at Pepperdine Law School, an adjunct professor – business law – 
College of the Desert, and served 6 years on the City Council for the City of 
Hidden Hills. Mr. Gabriel was admitted to the State Bar of California in April 1976. 

 
 

Deborah E. Greaves 
 

Ms. Greaves provides advisory and legal services for clients in the fashion 
and consumer goods industries.  Her key practice areas include intellectual 
property, brand enforcement, corporate creation and governance (public/private, 
domestic/international), regulatory compliance, government affairs, business 
transactions (licenses, leases, manufacturing agreements, consulting 
agreements, etc.), employment, retail and wholesale operations, internal 
investigations and litigation.  Ms. Greaves founded Label Law, Inc., which 
operates under the umbrella of Brutzkus Gubner, providing legal and brand 
enforcement services for consumer products companies, with a specialty in 
textiles and fashion.  Ms. Greaves is a frequent guest speaker on IP matters and 
pens the Counterfeit Corner column in New Matter, the quarterly publication of 
the California State Bar Intellectual Property Section.  Ms. Greaves received her 
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Juris Doctor from Glendale University College of Law and was admitted to the 
State Bar of California in December 1996. 

 
 
Talin Keshishian 

 
 Ms. Keshishian has practiced in the areas of commercial bankruptcy and 
litigation, and general business litigation, representing debtors, creditors and 
trustees.  Ms. Keshishian received her law degree from Pepperdine University 
School of Law in Malibu, California (1999), and a B.A. from California State 
University Northridge (1996). Ms. Keshishian was admitted to the California State 
Bar in 1999. 
 
 
Stuart Kim 
 

Mr. Kim’s practice focuses on corporate and business legal advice, 
including in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, company formations, joint 
ventures, investments, private placements, loans, software and trademark 
license agreements, risk mitigation and form contracts as well as other 
commercial contracts.   Mr. Kim received his Bachelors of Arts degree in 
Philosophy and in Government from Pomona College in Claremont, California, 
and his Juris Doctor from the University of California Los Angeles School of Law.  
He was admitted to the California State Bar in December 1993. 
 
 
Susan K. Seflin 
 

Susan K. Seflin’s practice involves all aspects of bankruptcy and creditor-
debtor rights, with particular emphasis on Chapter 11 reorganizations and related 
litigation. Ms. Seflin received her B.A. in Economics from University of California 
Berkeley, an MBA from Pepperdine School of Business and Management and 
her Juris Doctor from Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California 
(2000). During graduate school, Ms. Seflin externed for the Hon. Arthur M. 
Greenwald, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California. Ms. 
Seflin was admitted to the California State Bar in June 2001. 

 
 

ASSOCIATES  
 

Jessica Bagdanov 
 
Ms. Bagdanov works in the firm’s bankruptcy department. She obtained 

her Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California in 2007 and her Juris Doctor from Chapman University School of Law 
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in Orange, California in 2011.  She served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Robert 
N. Kwan and the Honorable Ellen Carroll (retired) at the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California.  Ms. Bagdanov also served 
as a Staff Attorney for the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  Ms. Bagdanov was admitted to the State Bar of 
California in December, 2011. 

 
 

 Michael Bernet 
 

 Michael Bernet’s practice is primarily devoted to intellectual property and 
general civil litigation matters.  He received a Bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley, and his Juris Doctor from Pepperdine 
University School of Law (2015), where he was invited to join the Phi Delta Phi 
International Legal Honor Society and served as Treasurer of the Phi Alpha Delta 
Legal Fraternity.  Mr. Bernet also served as a full time judicial extern for the 
Honorable André Birotte Jr., Judge of the United States District Court for the 
Central District of California.  Mr. Bernet was admitted to the State Bar of 
California in December 2015.   
 
 

 Reagan E. Boyce 
 

 Ms. Boyce practices with our Bankruptcy group.  She received her Juris 
Doctor from Southwestern University School of Law, and a Bachelor’s degree 
from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, California.  Ms. Boyce was 
admitted to the State Bar of California in December 2006 and the State Bar of 
Texas in June 2012. Ms. Boyce is a member of the Southwestern University 
School of Law Alumni Governing Board of Directors and an Adjunct Associate 
Professor of the school’s Graduate Advancement Program. 
 
 
Michael W. Davis 

 
 Mr. Davis is a general business and insolvency litigator, and routinely 
handles contested matters and adversary proceedings as part of his litigation 
practice. Hs represents debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ 
committees, and chapter 7 and 11 trustees in both individual and corporate 
bankruptcy cases.  Mr. Davis has a wide-range of advocacy experience in 
Bankruptcy Courts throughout California, the Central District of California, the 
Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
California Superior and Appellate courts. Mr. Davis received his Juris Doctor from 
the University of Southern California School of Law in Los Angeles, California in 
2010, and a B.S. in Business Finance from the University of Florida, Gainesville, 
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in 2007.   Mr. Davis was admitted to the State Bar of California in December 
2010. 
 
 
Nina Javan 
 
 Nina Javan is experienced in Chapters 7, 9, 11 and 12 bankruptcy cases 
as well as in assignments for the benefit of creditors.  Ms. Javan received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics-Accounting from Scripps College 
(Claremont), and her Juris Doctor from Pepperdine University School of Law in 
Malibu, California.  While in law school, she was a staff editor for the Journal of 
the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary, and served as a 
Judicial Extern for the Honorable Sheri Bluebond, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the 
Central District of California.  She was also a Property Law Teaching Fellow and 
the winner of the CALI Excellence for the Future Award for International 
Insolvency Law in 2010 and for Property Law in 2008.  Ms. Javan is active in the 
bankruptcy community and is a member of both the American Bankruptcy 
Institute and the Central District Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney Association.  
She has also taught Bankruptcy Law as an adjunct professor at Western State 
College of Law.  Ms. Javan is admitted to practice before all California Courts, as 
well as the District Courts for the Central, Southern, Eastern, and Northern 
Districts of California.  Ms. Javan was admitted to the State Bar of California in 
November 2010. 

 
 

Joseph Rothberg 
 

Mr. Rothberg supports a diverse practice and a number of the Firm’s 
attorneys on complex litigation matters including civil real estate fraud, 
partnership disputes, and high profile commercial and intellectual property 
disputes both within and outside the apparel industry. Joe also has experience 
both imposing and representing receivers at the state and federal level, and 
serves as “outside general counsel” for a number of privately held small to 
medium sized businesses in the Los Angeles area.  Mr. Rothberg was admitted 
to the State Bar of California in December 2012 and to the State Bar of New York 
in October 2017.  He obtained his Bachelor of Arts (with High Honors), with a 
major in History and a minor in Music from the University of California, Berkeley 
in 2008, and his Juris Doctor  from the University of California, Los Angeles in 
2012.  Mr. Rothberg served as an extern for the Honorable Maureen A. Tighe at 
the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California.   
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PARALEGALS  
 

Karla Bagley 
 

 Ms. Bagley is the senior bankruptcy paralegal at the firm and has over 30 
years’ experience as a bankruptcy and litigation paralegal.  She has extensive 
experience in all aspects of bankruptcy on behalf of individual and corporate 
debtors, the filing of voluntary and involuntary chapter 7 and chapter 11 
bankruptcy cases, and in commercial and individual bankruptcy litigation on 
behalf of trustees, creditor committees, creditors and debtors.  Ms. Bagley also is 
experienced in general business and commercial litigation.  Ms. Bagley has a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of California, Los Angeles, and a 
Paralegal Certificate, Litigation Specialization from the University of West Los 
Angeles School of Law and Paralegal Studies. 
 
 
Juanita Treshinsky 

 
Ms. Treshinsky has extensive background in bankruptcy on behalf of 

chapter 7 and 11 trustees, corporate debtors and creditors. Ms. Treshinsky 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from California Lutheran University and a 
Paralegal Certificate from University of California, Los Angeles Extension. 

 
 

Susan Robbins 
 

Ms. Robbins has extensive experience in corporate transactions, mergers 
and acquisitions, intellectual property and trademarks.  Ms. Robbins received a 
Paralegal Certificate from the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
 
 
Tina Dow 
 

Ms. Dow has extensive experience in business and commercial litigation 
and bankruptcy working for attorneys and bankruptcy trustees.  She received her 
Bachelor’s degree from Principia College in Elsah, Illinois. 

 
 
 Margaret Tzeng 
 

Ms. Tzeng has extensive background in bankruptcy on behalf of chapter 7 
and 11 trustees, corporate debtors and creditors.  Ms. Tzeng received a Bachelor 
of Art’s degree from California State University Long Beach and a Paralegal 
Certificate from University of California, Los Angeles Extension. 
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NAME STATUS YEAR TOTAL HOURS

HISTORICAL 
HOURLY 

RATE LODESTAR

Steven T. Gubner P 2017 51.70 $795.00 $41,101.50

Steven T. Gubner P 2016 208.20 $795.00 $165,519.00

Steven T. Gubner P 2015 98.00 $795.00 $77,910.00

Steven T. Gubner P 2014 66.00 $695.00 $45,870.00

Steven T. Gubner P 2013 51.70 $625.00 $32,312.50

Partner 2 P 2017 $0.00

Partner 2 P 2016 $0.00

Partner 2 P 2015 $0.00

Partner 2 P 2014 $0.00

Partner 2 P 2013 $0.00

Partner 3 P 2017 $0.00

Partner 3 P 2016 $0.00

Partner 3 P 2015 $0.00

Partner 3 P 2014 $0.00

Partner 3 P 2013 $0.00

Reagan E. Boyce A 2017 $0.00

Reagan E. Boyce A 2016 4.20 $350.00 $1,470.00

Reagan E. Boyce A 2015 106.80 $350.00 $37,380.00

Reagan E. Boyce A 2014 11.40 $350.00 $3,990.00

Reagan E. Boyce A 2013 $0.00

Ronald P. Abrams A 2017 $0.00

Ronald P. Abrams A 2016 908.30 $350.00 $317,905.00

Ronald P. Abrams A 2015 1,558.50 $350.00 $545,475.00

Ronald P. Abrams A 2014 185.50 $350.00 $64,925.00

Ronald P. Abrams A 2013 $0.00

Nina Z. Javan A 2017 1.00 $350.00 $350.00

ATTORNEYS

EXHIBIT 2

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR
Brutzkus Gubner Rozansky Seror Weber LLP

Reported Hours and Lodestar on a Historical Basis
June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017
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NAME STATUS YEAR TOTAL HOURS

HISTORICAL 
HOURLY 

RATE LODESTAR

EXHIBIT 2

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR
Brutzkus Gubner Rozansky Seror Weber LLP

Reported Hours and Lodestar on a Historical Basis
June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017

Nina Z. Javan A 2016 $0.00

Nina Z. Javan A 2015 $0.00

Nina Z. Javan A 2014 $0.00

Nina Z. Javan A 2013 $0.00

Travis M. Daniels A 2017 $0.00

Travis M. Daniels A 2016 $0.00

Travis M. Daniels A 2015 14.70 $350.00 $5,145.00

Travis M. Daniels A 2014 201.90 $325.00 $65,617.50

Travis M. Daniels A 2013 $0.00

Richard Mann P 2017 $0.00

Richard Mann P 2016 $0.00

Richard Mann P 2015 $0.00

Richard Mann P 2014 0.90 $350.00 $315.00

Richard Mann P 2013 $0.00

Investigator 1 INV 2017 $0.00

Investigator 1 INV 2016 $0.00

Investigator 1 INV 2015 $0.00

Investigator 1 INV 2014 $0.00

Investigator 1 INV 2013 $0.00

Kristina Dow PL 2017 0.30 $175.00 $52.50

Kristina Dow PL 2016 $0.00

Kristina Dow PL 2015 $0.00

Kristina Dow PL 2014 $0.00

Kristina Dow PL 2013 $0.00

Paralegal 2 PL 2017 $0.00

Paralegal 2 PL 2016 $0.00

NON-ATTORNEYS
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NAME STATUS YEAR TOTAL HOURS

HISTORICAL 
HOURLY 

RATE LODESTAR

EXHIBIT 2

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR
Brutzkus Gubner Rozansky Seror Weber LLP

Reported Hours and Lodestar on a Historical Basis
June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017

Paralegal 2 PL 2015 $0.00

Paralegal 2 PL 2014 $0.00

Paralegal 2 PL 2013 $0.00

Paralegal 3 PL 2017 $0.00

Paralegal 3 PL 2016 $0.00

Paralegal 3 PL 2015 $0.00

Paralegal 3 PL 2014 $0.00

Paralegal 3 PL 2013 $0.00

TOTAL: 3,469.10 $1,405,338.00

(P) Partner
(A) Associate
(INV) Investigator
(PL) Paralegal
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CATEGORY AMOUNT INCURRED
Court Fees (filing, etc.)
Computer Research (Lexis, Westlaw, PACER, etc.) $153.00 
Document Production
Experts / Consultants
Messenger Delivery
Photocopies - In House
Photocopies - Outside
Postage $20.21 
Service of Process
Overnight Delivery (Federal Express, etc.)
Telephone / Facsimile
Transcripts (Hearings, Depositions, etc.)
Travel (Airfare, Ground Travel) $9.00 
Travel (Meals and Lodging)
TOTAL $182.21

EXHIBIT 3

In re Lithium Ion Batteries Antitrust Litigation, Case No. 13-MD-2420 YGR

Brutzkus Gubner Rozansky Seror Weber LLP

Expenses Incurred 

June 1, 2013 through August 31, 2017
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